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out of the jurisdiction, and that he did not know as he should
ever come back. Mary Dyer left the colony under the same
circumstances, and after a time felt herself called upon to
return. It seems more than probable that Christison was
not set at liberty until after the arrival of the king's mes-
sage, for he would not have been permitted to remain in
Boston one hour after liberation, and it appears that he was
with the little company who met together in praise and
thanksgiving.

It is true, and for the credit of human nature it should be
stated, that the cruel enactments for whipping, branding,
selling into slavery, and death on the gallows were distasteful
to a considerable minority of the people of New England.
Governor Winthrop of Connecticut remonstrated against the
course of the Massachusetts authorities, as did also Salton-
stall and Pike among the magistrates of the colony. But
there is no evidence that the clergy, who were the instigators
of these laws, faltered for a moment in their determination
to enforce them, so far as their influence could be exerted
upon the magistracy. Endicott, Bellingham, and Bradstreet
needed no stimulus from them. There is not the slightest
evidence that these men had abated one jot or tittle of their
fixed determination to crush out and exterminate every germ
of Quakerism. Nor can it be said that the persecution grew
out of the "intrusion," "indecency," and "effrontery" of
the persecuted.

It owed its origin to the settled purpose of the ministers
and leading men of the colony to permit no difference of
opinion on religious matters. They had banished the Bap-
tists, and whipped at least one of them. They had hunted
down Gorton and his adherents ; they had imprisoned Dr.
Child, an Episcopalian, for petitioning the General Court for
toleration. They had driven some of their best citizens out
of their jurisdiction, with Anne Hutchinson, and the gifted
minister, Wheelwright. Any dissent on the part of their
own fellow-citizens was punished as severely as the heresy
of strangers.

The charge of " indecency" comes with ill grace from the
authorities of the Massachusetts Colony. The first Quakers